LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

How to keep warm in church
®  Rush to the front of the sanctuary. That will
warm you up, and you'll avoid the draft in the
back of the church.
e Invite your heighbors and friends, and

sit (2 people to a pew.

o  Seat yourself near the pulpit. Much hot air is
emitted from that area.

o Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate
liturgical colors, of course).

e  Wait for an unfamiliar hymnh —and then watch the
sparks fly!

“So What Comes Next:
A Conversation with Pastor Dick Knutzen about
Heaven (and Hell?)”

Three Sessions:
February 15, 22, and March 1 For me, heaven is a deep
and haunting conviction. For me, as with the majority
of Americans surveyed, there may be much more room
in heaven for many more people than we've been told.
For me, what Ive been taught doesn’t satisfy my
curiosity about what comes next.

February 15: By way of introduction, what I/we've
been taught about heaven and hell?
February 22: So, who will be ...where?
March 1: Heaven, the next chapter?

The Deadline for
the February
Sheepskin is

January 15th !

Please submit all articles to:
sskagen@goodshepherdolympia.com

JANUARY 2009

Fellow members and friends,
a hearty Happy New Year to you all.

My recent communications with the congregation have not
been easy. I’ve been telling you about the financial crisis
here at Good Shepherd and the budget reductions and staff
cuts necessary for us to live within our means. It is with
great sadness that we have to say good-bye to Jill Collela,
our part-time administrative assistant. Jill has been a
tremendous asset and we will sorely miss her.

Barb Wakefield’s Children’s Ministries Coordinator
position will be funded through the end of the June utilizing
some available dedicated funds. A huge thanks to Barb for
the work she faithfully does leading our Sunday School and
VBS.

Financial uncertainty, budget cuts, staff reductions — how
can I wish you a hearty Happy New Year and not have you
ask “What planet is this guy on?” Well, let me tell you why
I’m so excited and optimistic about what is happening at
Good Shepherd.

Central to everything that happens at Good Shepherd is our
vision to be “Cross Centered, Cross Generational, and Cross
Cultural” as well as our mission statement “To share the
love and grace of Jesus Christ with all people and invite
them to fullness in faith in God.”

What an exciting challenge for all of us to embrace these
statements and live our lives accordingly. Throughout this
Sheepskin and in the coming weeks you’ll hear of new
opportunities and new ways to engage in our ministry
together, the Ministry of the Baptized, Caring Community,
Faith Formation, Holy Conversations, Reconciling in
Christ, Hospitality and Welcoming just to name a few.

And lastly, a huge Thank You to the members of Good
Shepherd who continue to give as they are able. In the
administrator’s report you’ll see that December was a
banner month for contributions. Barring any unforeseen
circumstances we should be able to make it through the rest
of the fiscal year without any further reductions. Thanks be
to God.
Ron Tuvey
Council President




FROM PASTOR JOHN...

Janus (for whom the
month of January is named)
was the ancient Roman god of
beginnings and endings. He is
pictured with two faces, one
looking backward and one
looking forward. So, if you'll
pardon a pagan reference,
what might he had seen as he
looked back at 2008 and for-
ward to 2009 at the Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd?

A little over a year ago,
I met with the Council for the
first time in my new role as
Lead Pastor. | shared five
“hopes” for the year just com-
pleted:

1. | hoped to meet as many
individuals and families from
LCGS as possible and to reac-
quaint myself with the local
community after 25 years of
absence.
2. | hoped that by year’s end
we could complete our staff
and be functioning smoothly
and effectively to carry out the
congregation’s mission and vi-
sion.
3. | hoped to begin teaching
regularly during the Adult Edu-
cation hour on Sunday morn-
ings.
4. | hoped we could introduce
the new

resources as a regular
part of our Sunday worship.
I hoped to begin planning and
implementing the

as a way of welcoming
people into relationship with
Jesus Christ.

In looking back at 2008,
I’'m grateful that with the help of
God and a host of people al-
most all of these hopes have
become realities. The one dis-
appointment has been that we
were unable to hire a Worship
and Music Coordinator due to
lower than anticipated income
during 2008.

As we look ahead to
2009, we’re faced with a new

set of challenges brought on by cur-
rent economic conditions which are
forcing us to think about our priori-
ties and ways to focus our re-
sources on what we say is most
important.  Different people obvi-
ously have different priorities but as
we begin the New Year, I'll share
mine.

Two principles guide my
thinking. The first is my belief that
our congregation should have a,
“strong center and an open door.”
The second is that everything we
do should reflect our core values of
being cross-centered, cross-
generational, and cross-cultural.

e Worship in Word and Sacra-
ment — Worship is central to our
identity as followers of Jesus. It is
the__strong center of our life to-
gether. Since music is such a vital
part of our worship, we’ll need to
figure out how we will provide for
the excellence that we've said we're
committed to in this area.

e Faith formation —Grounded in
Word and Sacrament, we are com-
mitted to forming disciples from
baptism through the end of life.
This means that all of our youth and
family ministries as well as all of our
educational and spiritual efforts
need to be designed and imple-
mented with the end in mind of
growing from membership into dis-
cipleship.

e Ministry of the Baptized — This
includes identifying and celebrating
gifts and deepening each person’s
sense of purpose and vocation as a
disciple of Jesus. It also means
assisting them to fulfill their voca-
tion in both congregation and com-
munity through ministries of social
justice, earth care, and ministry
where they live, work, and play.

e Organizational development
and stewardship — This means
organizing ourselves in a way that
assists us in implementing our mis-
sion and focusing our resources on
our priorities. It also means com-
municating our mission and pur-

pose clearly and inviting people to
generously support it as a central
expression of their call to disciple-
ship.

Hospitality and welcome — This
means extending Christ's welcome
to everyone in our surrounding
community and celebrating the gifts
of God’s gracious abundance in a
joyful and life-giving way. This is
the open door of our life together.

In early January, I've sched-
uled a meeting with our Leadership
Team (Ron Tuvey, Leo Eliason,
Marcia Riggers, Pr. Chuck Harris,
Steve Peterson, Missy Tade, and
me), our Stewardship Committee
co-chairs (Lori Sather and John
Aakre), and Jim Pence, a congre-
gational consultant and close
friend. The purpose is to consider
a series of "holy conversations"
around questions of congregational
identity ("Who are we?"), context
("Who is our neighbor?"), and pur-
pose ("What is God calling us to do
or to be as a congregation?"). We
want to pray, think, and talk to-
gether about how such conversa-
tions can shape our ongoing stew-
ardship efforts during 2009 and be-
yond.

| believe our current finan-
cial challenge adds to the urgency
of such an effort but it also provides
us with a unique opportunity to
move forward in some new and in-
novative ways. God has been
most generous to our congregation
and there is no reason to believe
that will change in 2009. | look for-
ward to the honor and privilege of
serving as your pastor in the com-
ing year. May God grant each of
you a joy-filled and blessed New
Year! jpr




FROM PASTOR CHUCK...

This month I wanted to update
congregation members and
friends on our Caring Commu-
nity Project. It has been an ex-
citing time working toward con-
gregational ownership of caring
ministries and watching as folks
step forward and offer their gifts
for caring.

At the Caring Community Sum-
mit in November, thirty-seven
people prioritized areas for caring
ministry. The following list is the
top six areas participants at the
summit believe Good Shepherd
should pursue.

1. Small Group Ministry (of
many and various kinds)

2. Rides to Church/
Transportation

3. Homebound Communion
4. Homebound Visitation
S. Welcome of Visitors
Community Garden

Since the summit, Barb Eliason
has contacted congregation
members and put together point
teams to take the lead in imple-
menting these areas for caring
ministry. A list of the point
teams (and further information
about the Caring Ministry Pro-
ject) is also provided in this
month’s Sheepskin.

I want to ask congregation mem-
bers and friends to take note of a
special date. On Sunday, Janu-
ary 11 there will be an opportu-
nity at each worship service for
congregation members and
friends to offer their gifts for Car-
ing Ministry. Please carefully

and prayerfully consider where
you might fit within the overall
Caring Ministry Team. Look over
the “Ingathering of Caring
Gifts” response form and con-
sider the opportunities you see
there. The responses will be re-
ceived during an ingathering rit-
ual at each service.

One question that arose during
the Caring Ministry Summit had
to do with how the pastors fit
within the larger Caring Commu-
nity Team. I'm glad folks asked!
Both Pastor John and I will pro-
vide support and encouragement
to the team. Also, Sharon Caffey
(our parish nurse) will play a vi-
tal role supporting the team. In
terms of direct care, both Pastor
John and I will provide pastoral
care for congregation members
and friends (our worshipping
community) at the end of life,
during emergencies that threaten
life, and around situations that
bring crisis to individuals or

families. As pastors, we be-
lieve this is the most effec-
tive use of our time and gifts
within the larger ministry of
a community team.

Of course, informal pastoral
care is also a part of our
call. It happens at unex-
pected times and in the
course of our normal day in
and around Good Shepherd.
Sometimes, we don’t even
recognize it is taking place!
Yet, we want folks to know
that these informal conver-
sations are holy and deeply
blessed by God.

In a congregation the size
and complexity of Good
Shepherd, it takes a large
team of gifted people to do
caring ministry. That is the
primary reason I called for
the Caring Community
Summit. As a result, many
persons have stepped for-
ward and offered their gifts
and passion for caring min-
istry. When we gather in
gifts for caring in January,
we will have additional folks
(and a very solid core) com-
mitting to offering care as
part of a team. With a little
organization, training, and
the presence of the Holy
Spirit, our Caring Commu-
nity Project will be off and
running.

Thank you for considering
how you might share your
gifts for caring. Blessings!
Pastor Chuck



ADMINISTRATION...

Administrator’s notes:

Quickies: Giving since July 1, 2008 = $4,002.66 above previous year (+1.0%)

Giving in December 2008 = $104,653.61 or $7,552.10 above last year (+7.8%). This is a RECORD one month
receipt for Good Shepherd!!

“Any man can make mistakes, but only an idiot persists in his error.”
Cicero

Something to think about:
“PARABLE OF A DEAD CHURCH”
A person once called a pastor to say he wanted to join the church. He went on to explain that he didn’t want to worship
every week, study the Bible, visit the sick, witness to non-Christians, or serve as a church leader.
The pastor commended him for his desire to join, but told him the church he was seeking was located in another section
of town. The man took the directions and hung up.
When he arrived at the church, the man came face to face with the logical result of his apathetic attitude. There stood an
abandoned church building, boarded up and ready for demolition.

* k k %

We have now completed another year in the life of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. The upcoming year
of 2009 will bring many opportunities for growth and achieving successes with our mission in this community. We
enter this New Year with the prospect of great things to come and the opportunity to move forward with vision and
determination. Let us use our strengths and abundant resources wisely and for the spiritual benefit of many.

As we close the year 2008, | want to take this opportunity to thank the rest of the staff here at Good Shepherd for
making my life a little easier because of them; for getting done all that they do to keep this place of worship a going
concern, and for their dedication to the ongoing life of the mission, the programs, and the operations of this church.
Without them this church would not be able to accomplish as much as it does. | ask you all to help me to support
them, love them, be kind to them and keep them in our prayers.

| also want to thank all of the many, many volunteers who have routinely and unselfishly assisted the staff throughout
the year. Without them we could not have achieved all that was needed to be done. The staff loves and appreciates
you--AND DON'T YOU FORGET IT!!!

Have a most blessed year 2009.

Shalom,
Steve Peterson

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP...

| SAGES |

Sages will begin the new year of 2009 on Friday, January 9th with a dessert and coffee get together at 1:00 pm in Crary Hall. So

I far Dave and Arvis Olson are the only ones who have volunteered to host —but we will find two more for you!

Our program for the afternoon will be a travelogue of dialogue and pictures by Ed and Diane Armbrust of their Amtrak train trip

I through the Eastern and Southern States. It will be very interesting, so plan to attend!

I On Friday, January 23rd we are planning a dinner trip to McCleary to the famous old hotel there. They can only serve 30 people
so sign up soon. We will meet at the church at 5:30-dinner will be served at 6:00pm. We chose pork to be the meat of the meal. |
Also— Wednesday, January 21st at 11:00am the “Bean Bag Baseball” team will challenge a team at Capital Place to an excitingl
game of baseball. Then our group is invited to join the folks there for lunch. But you do need to let them know if you will be
eating —the kitchen will need to know how many extra. I
On Wednesday, December 7th our “Bean Bag Baseball” team challenged a group of missy Tade’s junior group to a game, and

I the Sages won the game by one run!! So you will see we are pretty active seniors !!



EDUCATION...

Sunday School

As a child | always found it confusing that the church looked at Christmas as more than one day. Yet that was a good lesson
for my young self to get my brain around, and it's a good lesson for our kids to ponder today.
We'll explore that as we celebrate Epiphany in Sunday School on Jan. 4. We'll talk about the wise men's unique contribution to the
Christmas story and celebrate the parts of Christmas that we should keep throughout the year.
After that we'll explore the story of Moses in some incredibly fun and creative ways. | think of our Sunday School curriculum as sort of
introducing kids to the “Bible’s Greatest Hits,” some of the stories and concepts that are the foundations of our Christian faith.

As a church and Sunday School we are blessed to have the creative talents of some very special people helping mold our
Sunday School classes. With pastoral support, our design team, which this year is Connie Campbell, Kaaren Roe, Darcy Huffman and
Brenda McGuigan, pores through a lot of ideas for kids to learn specific topics and then decides how we will address it (games, cooking,
art, etc.) each month. They are my “think tank” and my right hand, and | am a richer person for having come to know them. We could just
90 with a “prefab” Sunday School curriculum, but | find that the unique touch our folks bring to the classes makes them that much better.
I'm also thankful for the people who volunteer each week as shepherds, a nurturing presence in the kids lives. And no program would tick
without teachers who bring the stories to life. Drake Nicholson, a wonderful guitarist, shares his musical gifts with all our kids each week
and helps us start each Sunday with a smile and a song! Please give thanks for all these people and pray that our Sunday School continues
to grow! A blessed 2009.

Barb Wakefield, children’s ministries coordinator,
bwakefield@goodshepherdolympia.com,
360-357-3554, Ext. (40
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COMMUNITY...

" GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS CHOIR COMING TO GOOD SHEPHERD

" One of the great heritages of the Lutheran church is its music. We will have the honor of hearing a great Lutheran college choir on March 23, "
2009 as we host them here at Good Shepherd. The choir, located in St. Peter, Minnesota, will be on a tour of the western states during the last "

" week of March. A free-will offering will be taken at the concert.

|| We have 2 responsibilities in hosting the choir. The first is providing a meal prior to the concert and the second is to provide housing for the "
58 choir members. Regarding the first, in meeting with the choir tour manager, she said that one of the things the choir misses is a good old- ||

" fashioned potluck—and yes, at least one Jell-O dish would be nice! The second responsibility of hosting them is to provide housing for 58
students, which means that we will need 29 homes if we house 2 per home. They request that homes take a minimum of 2 students. If you "

" are able to help out in either of these ways, please contact Julia Westby at 360-943-2929 or at jewestby(@comcast.net, and let her know how

" many you would be able to house, or if you would be willing to provide a dish for the potluck meal prior to the concert. "

" I will be keeping you informed in each month’s Sheepskin leading up to the concert on March 23. Thank you for helping out. "

Julia Westby

Thanks to all the people who participated in the Cookie Walk .

It takes all kinds of support for an event to be a success and we had many supporters. First, thank you to those who
helped set up, weighed, took cash, refilled the cookies, handed out gloves, made up plates and helped on clean-up,
second, thank you to those who took the time and money to bake and decorate such a wonderful assortment of cookie,
and last but by no means least thanks to those who bought and even gave generous donations. We sold every cookie
for and made $503.This is a great donation to the food bank from Good Shepherd.

Jeanne Vosburgh and Deb Johnson




JASON & MICHELE
FORTENBERRY

Distributors

(253) 912-9525

AdvoCare is a premier health and
wellness company offering more
than 70 exclusive
nutritional and skincare products.
www.advocaredlife.com

Anita Teadt
(646) 299-5742

The Warm Spirit Collection is a masterful blend
of simple yet effective preparations for the skin
& body, luxurious indulgences for an
invigorating at-home spa experience,

& therapeutic homeopathic remedies & herbal
supplements.

www.warmspirit.org/esuite/home/passions

Drake Nicholson
Nicholson & Associates Real Estate

1802 Black Lake Blvd. SW Olympia
For all your Real Estate Needs
Kim Wenrich-Realtor IE

(360) 352-8444 Ext. 106
kim@nichinsure.com
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The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd e

Robert H. Harvey, g?°:\ Hi‘;'"v‘\’,'lx“é‘éf& SE
CLU, LUTCF ympia,

Financial Advisor 360'459'9647
Direct 800-769-8555

Fax 360-455-5446
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robert.harvey@investfinancial.com

Registered Representative of INVEST FINANCIALCORPORA-
TION, member FINRA, SIPC. Securities offered through IN-
VEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member FINRA, SIPC.
Laurus Financial Group is not affiliated with

INVEST Financial Corporation. 09/09 51823
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your life | your story | your way
Sheri Terwilleger-consuitant
(360) 491-3604

www.mycmsite.com/sheriterwilleger

* Faith Booking * Album Making

| Gourmet {]t?%?/'/ &

{ ontack me to |'|| sk g taste-testing party, order producks o
ey I !
T o
find cut about bec oming a lasterully Jimple consultant. %

Teri Neely-Consultant
(360) 459-5808

TASTEFULLY
---—‘—-—_._.ﬂ
SIMPLE

* Value Priced

* Full range of services
* Serving all cemeteries
* Secured-Guaranteed

HOALIVES " Secued-Cuarane

,I I‘I II:|||" | ' i | * Local &family owned
™ '!.I IH I”I.I-lu ||| i ”ln 360'753'1 065
455 North Street SE, Tumwater, WA 98501
www.funeralaltematives.org

Serving Fanilies NOT Shareholders




Woody Hill-reaLTor
360-791-2348
No obligation consultation gladly given

Woody knows Olympia
<
Windermere
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Becky Hortin-Church Member

300 Cleveland Avenue SE « Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 357-3557  www.artistrynflowers.com

Mary Kay® Enriching Women’s Lives

From soft and nurturing to Smart and Savvy,

women enjoy a rich spirit that blends femininity
with strength and laughter. We’ll help you celebrate
it all with a new look that captures your natural

beauty and unique personality.

Call Today for your complimentary makeover.

(360) 459-7004

Lori Sevier

Independent Beauty Consultant/Sales Director

www.marykay.com/lorisevier

The Open Door Autism Clinic, L.L.C

Serving Classic Autism through Asperger’s Syndrome
%_,_,:_ Patricia Gee, M.Ed

*Autism/Asperger Therapist
I *Public School Certificated SLP
1 BT *Educational & Behavioral Consultant
i Jerome Gee, Executive Director
Teaching Social Skills and
pro-social strategies

1101 Eastside St S.E Suite B
through social thinking

! have a Full Inventary

Olympia, Washington 98501 360-888-0660

www.opendoorautism.com

groups, for individuals, attyjgee@comcast.net

school age through adut.

N\

' Muscles In-Syncm

MSTOCK

Physical Therapy

- Linnea Comstock, PT (360) 455-8014

Dickey’s
Remodel & Repair

Tim Dickey - ceo

Office: 360 705-9957
Olympia, W 38507 Fax: 360 705-1047
Cruality & Dickeys-inc.com Lic. #: DICKE**352L4

www. Dickeys-Inc.com

F.O. Box 6250

Want to EARN MONEY-Do SOMETHING FUN-On YOUR
SCHEUDLE?

MAYBE Arbonne is your answer!
With Arbonne YOU CAN:

>Work & Earn as much or as little as you want from home or
wherever you want > FREE online training 24/7
>Ask me about $800+/ mo Mercedes Benz cash bonus
>35-80% discounts on $450+pure, safe & beneficial based

Denise Sawatzky- Independent Consultant 360-485-3001

rdsawatzy@comcast.net = www.dsawatzky.myarbonne.com

Magic Stitches
Embroidery

Wayne Eirish
Owner
8404 30th, St W
University Place, WA 98466

253-565-7453

www.companycasuals.com/mse
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The Mission of The Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd is to share the love and grace

of Jesus Christ with all people and invite them to fullness of faith in God.

Council Members

President

VP Business

VP Program 1
Secretary

Members-at-Large
$

% %
(
' &
& )
1

Lead Pastor
Associate Pastor

Administrator

Bookkeeper/ Contributions:

Administrative Assistant

Youth Ministries ]
Children’s Ministries$
Parish Nurse

Tutoring Program

Maintenance % &

Nursery

Preschool Phone

Stag
x111
x103
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x100

x105

' # x110

# x140
x128
x108

x104
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528-3229

jrosenberg@goodshepherdolympia.com
charris@goodshepherdolympia.com

speterson@goodshepherdolympia.com
asutmiller@goodshepherdolympia.com

sskagen@goodshepherdolympia.com
mtade@goodshepherdolympia.com
bwakefield@goodshepherdolympia.com
scaffey@goodshepherdolympia.com
jmeyer@goodshepherdolympia.com

gklumb@goodshepherdolympia.com

Judy McGimpsey, Director

Sunday Worship Services: 8:15am, 11:00am & 7:00pm ¢  Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
1601 North Street SE ¢ Olympia, Washington 98501 ¢ (360)357-3554  Fax: (360)357-6828
church@goodshepherdolympia.com ¢ www.GoodShepherdOlympia.com




