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Dear Sisters and Brothers of Good Shepherd, 
   
  Your Congregational Council was blessed last week  
with a meeting agenda that, compared to most of the meetings, required fewer 
specific decisions and offered more opportunity for discussion and communication. 
Indeed, the only official action we took was to approve the minutes of the previous 
month's meeting. 
  So what did we discuss? The topics were varied, but again and again, the 
discussions seemed to come back to the importance of open and frequent 
communication among all about the plans and activities within the congregation. The 
Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd is one body in Christ, yet it also is 
composed of three worship services, numerous serving teams, various ministries, 
study groups, prayer groups, official and ad hoc committees, age-based groups, 
activity-based groups, and a lot more. We talked about how easy it is for such a 
diverse body to get at cross purposes with one another despite our best intentions. 
Sometimes it gives a council member a headache! 
  There are some pretty exciting plans for January and beyond. These include 
“shaping our future” forums, opportunities to strengthen our financial condition 
through debt reduction, and celebration of our welcome to all people. We enter the 
new year strengthened by one another and by the love of Jesus Christ that we 
share. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Glenn Blackmon 
Congregational Secretary 

FROM THE COUNCIL. . . 

The Sheepskin is published monthly. It is distributed free 
through e-mail. Paper copies, mailed first class, are 

available to members as an option. Please submit newsletter 
items, subscription requests, and address changes to 

sskagen@goodshepherdolympia.com 

Please submit articles for the Sheepskin no later than  
January 15th for the February Sheepskin.  

If at all possible, articles longer than 50 words,  
please submit through e-mail.   
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  Last month I wrote about our progress on the Holy Conversations project and spe-
cifically about the work of the Mission and Vision Discernment Task Force.  I also noted that 
we are moving ahead with the next part of the project in which we will share our gifts and 
passions in carrying out God’s mission here at LCGS and try to make our vision a reality. 
As with the first phase of the project, a small task force made up of Lynn Byrnes, Dave Carl-
son, Kathy Carlson, Barbara Eliason and Darcy Huffman has been hard at work on a series of 
congregation-wide events called “Shaping our future from the inside out” which will take 
place the weekend of January 22-24.  Our hope is that every member of our congregation 
regardless of their age will attend one of the four events that will take place on that weekend.  
You’ll be hearing more about this as the time approaches but I want to say something about it 
because I am struck by what a unique and courageous effort this is on the part of our congre-
gation. 
  In a time when fear and scarcity seem to be the order of the day, the members of 
LCGS are engaging in the counter-cultural act of not only trusting that God has a mission for 
us but going so far as to lay our gifts and passions on the line in service to that mission.  Fur-
thermore, we’re attempting to intentionally foster the life of our congregation on the basis of 
the gospel as well as reaching out to intentionally welcome and serve our neighbors even 
thought they might be different from us.  I don’t know about you, but I don’t see that in very 
many other places in our culture.  It’s truly something to celebrate. 
In my two years here, I’ve been impressed again and again by the richness and diversity of 
our gifts and the variety of our viewpoints.  What’s more, people aren’t shy about stating very 
clearly what they see as our differences.  Sometimes they seem irreconcilable and if it wasn’t 
for our baptismal connection many of us would never cross paths.  I’m often amazed that we 
“keep it together” as well as we do.  But then I remember that the apostle Paul faced similar 
challenges.  He compared the complex organic communities that he served and wrote for to 
another complex organic entity – the human body.  Like all human bodies, his congregations 
sometimes functioned well and at other times … not so much!  He appealed to the Romans (a 
group he’d never personally met) “to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable to God.”  Later in the same section of Romans 12 he writes, “For as in one body we 
have many members, and not all members have the same function, so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that dif-
fer according to the grace given to us …”  This month, we have an opportunity to share our 
gifts and passions in service to God’s mission here at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd.  God knows what will come of it but what better way to start the New Year?  May God 
bless us all as we carry on our work as disciples here in this place and remember: bring your 
imagination and trust the Spirit! jpr 

FROM PASTOR JOHN. . . 



 

 

FROM PASTOR CHUCK. . . 
  

 I’m writing this short article 
for the Sheepskin on December 
15.  You are probably reading it in 
early January, two or three weeks 
past the date I finally emailed it to 
our Administrative Assistant, 
Sally Skagen.  This is important 
for two reasons.  First, by the time 
you read this I will have granted 
myself forgiveness for once again 
writing my newsletter article at 
the last minute.  Second, the days 
will be lengthening (yes, slowly) 
and we will be celebrating the 
possibilities of a fresh New Year.  
Sally is probably celebrating the 
possibility that I’ll get my news-
letter article in early for once.  
However, a change in the calendar 
year only opens up possibilities 
and doesn’t guarantee new reali-
ties.  I’ll probably have to grant 
myself newsletter article forgive-
ness most months in 2010.  (I 
apologize in advance to Sally.) 
 
 We have such a funny rela-
tionship with the new calendar 
year.  I guess in some deep, yet 
unexplained way, it symbolizes 
freedom from the old and the pos-
sibilities of the new.  A lot of new 
gym memberships are bought in 
January with an eye on this sym-
bol.  I love that my actual 2010 
calendar is mostly blank.  It holds 
open for me so many opportuni-
ties to grow, achieve something 
new, and make a difference in the 
world.  I think about all the ways I 
can fill it up with accomplish-
ments and goals met or even sur-
passed.  It is at this point that I 
start getting nervous.  I’m not sure 
I like looking at my life in the 
mirror of a full and success-filled 
calendar. 
 
 If you think back to the mid-
dle of December (when I’m writ-
ing this), do you remember what 

you were telling me?  Do you re-
member what your biggest com-
plaint was?  Since I am here listen-
ing to it as I write, I will tell you 
what I am hearing.  I will remind 
you of what you were saying.  You 
too have a twisted fascination with 
a full and success-filled calendar.  
You too like to be busy and get 
stuff done, and like me, you too are 
not sure you like looking at your 
life in the mirror of a full and suc-
cess-filled calendar. 
 
 Face it:  in December you 
were tired and grumpy and com-
plaining about life being too busy.  
In December, I joined you in a 
state of tiredness and grumpiness 
and constant complaining.  We all 
said that life is overwhelming us 
and the holidays are just adding to 
the stress.  I kept justifying the 
lateness of my newsletter article by 
saying, “I’m just too busy”. 
 
 So, here you are in January.  
You are celebrating the possibili-
ties of a fresh New Year.  I am 
sorry to have to tell you that they 
will all be dashed because of your 
(and my) irresistible urge to over-
book our lives and commit our-
selves above and beyond any rea-
sonable capacity we might have to 
actually accomplish what we set 
out to do.  (Does this sound overly 
pessimistic to you?  If so, remem-
ber I’m writing this to you on a 
dark and gloomy December after-
noon.) 
 
 Why do we do this?  I’m con-
vinced we all suffer from the delu-
sion that we are God.  We actually 
believe that, when all is said and 
done, what we accomplished (or 
didn’t) will be the way the worth or 
value of our lives will be measured 
– either by God or by history or by 
the voice of our parents talking to 

us inside our heads.   
 
 The voice (the other one) that 
says “I’m too busy” is actually not 
our voice at all.  It is the voice of 
God.  It is the voice of truth.  As 
this voice rings in our ears we must 
now face the fact that the time of 
judgment has arrived.  We are faced 
with a choice!  We must not add; 
we must cut.  We must not judge 
ourselves by the fullness of our cal-
endars.  God is asking us to look 
honestly at our lives and prioritize!  
Only that which is life-giving and 
good stays and everything else must 
go.  Hard choices are before us. 
 
 I confess that I don’t prioritize 
well.  I believe I can do it all and 
just a little bit more.  However, I’m 
paying the price just like you are.  
Our lives are gifts to us from God.  
Along with our lives come some 
suggestions (commandments, actu-
ally) from God.  God suggests ways 
that we might live these precious 
gifts in a healthy manner.  God says 
things like, “Don’t have any other 
gods.”  God says, “Remember the 
Sabbath; keep it holy.”  Both of 
these were given for our benefit and 
the benefit of the great gift of life.  
Celebrate the possibility of not fill-
ing this fresh, New Year up with 
the trash of commitments, goals and 
new opportunities.  God has already 
declared you worthy and valued!  
Blessings,  

Pastor ChuckPastor ChuckPastor ChuckPastor Chuck 
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Quickies: Giving since January 2009 =$3,264.38 above prior year (0.5%) 
             The November financials show we have spent $18,456.33 more than our income during the 
first five months of the fiscal year.  This keeps us pretty much in line with our income and expense 
projections for the total  year. 

* * * * * 
  You’re truly Lutheran if you…..drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament.  

* * * * 
  “The world cares very little about what a man or woman knows;  

It is what a man or woman is able to do that counts.”----Booker T. Washington  
 

* * * * * 

  Will Rogers on GROWING OLDER...  
  “Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.” 

* * * * 
  Priorities.   Values.   What are these things to us?   What is important to us?   What do we want to spend our time 
doing?   What do we want to spend our hard-earned money on?   Most of us have a mortgage.   Some of us have car 
payments, sometimes two at a time.   Some other things we lay out our money for: furniture, clothing, groceries, cable, 
holiday decorations, cell phones and land phones, automobile and life insurance, city utilities, purses, power tools, 
make-up, CDs and DVDs, yard tools, toiletries and personal care, lawn fertilizer and enhancers, 
gasoline, internet access, dining out, gas & electricity, magazines and newspapers, iphones/ipods/
blackberrys, Christmas and birthday gifts and cards, entertainment, monthly gym fees, wine and 
beer, home maintenance, vacations and outings, museums and galleries, computers and software, 
games and toys and batteries,  retirement savings, pet food and supplies, college tuition and fees, 
watches and jewelry, leather coats, car maintenance, lattes, etc.   We also have such obligations as 
property tax, sales tax, federal withholding and Social Security taxes over which few of us have 
much control.   Then there is everyone’s pain in the pocketbook for health, dental and vision care.   
It’s no wonder we’re stretched so thin financially.  
  We all have our priorities and values that contribute to defining who and what we are.   I wonder where The 
Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd is on everyone’s priority list.  

 
     Shalom in the New Year, 
     Steve Peterson 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Next Page... 

ADMINISTRATOR’S NOTES 
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 Statement of Income & Expense for Fiscal Year 2010 
 The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
 - 5 months ending November 30, 2009 
      

      

  Actual  Budget FY 2010  
  to Date to Date Budget  

Income:     

 Offerings $267,164.27 $264,600.98 $676,985.00  
 Interest 1,486.23 1,401.20 3,363.00  

 

Mortgage To 
Mission 18,856.05 27,386.55 73,268.00  
 Other Income 8,224.35 2,696.05 17,451.00  
 Total Income 295,730.90 296,084.78 771,067.00  



 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S NOTES...continued.. 
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Thanksgiving Offerings in Action:  Offerings designated for Thanksgiving 
2009 totaled $1,545.00 and were distributed in the following 
manner:  Catholic Community Services - $525.30, Peace Lutheran 
Community Center - $509.85, and World Hunger - $509.85.  Thank you to all 
who contributed! 

Expense:     

 Staffing Expenses:     

 Pastors-Salary/Benefits 76,501.65 76,615.08 183,877.00  
 Staff-Salaries/Benefits 93,377.60 96,814.75 239,953.00  
 Travel/Continuing Ed. 875.10 1,463.05 3,503.00  
 Pastoral Supply 350.00 0.00 0.00  
   171,104.35 174,892.88 427,333.00  
 Facility Operations:     

 Mortgage Principal 16,089.51 16,089.51 39,199.00  
 Mortgage Interest 26,085.49 26,085.49 62,021.00  
 Insurance 6,681.32 7,193.41 15,705.00  
 Utilities 16,079.55 17,684.30 49,844.00  
 Property Maint 33,112.45 25,364.67 60,363.00  
   98,048.32 92,417.38 227,132.00  
 Other Operations:     

 Office Operations 13,085.52 16,145.86 39,348.00  

 

Council/Stewardship/
Transition 3,832.09 4,000.00 4,000.00 

 
   16,917.61 20,145.86 43,348.00  
 Program Expenses:     

 

Education/Youth & 
Family 219.42 0.00 0.00 

 
 Worship/Arts & Music 0.00 2,314.95 5,556.00  

 

Congregational 
Fellowship 1,030.69 0.00 0.00 

 
 Caring Ministries 150.41 0.00 0.00  
 Social Justice 0.00 0.00 0.00  
 Evangelism & Mission 0.00 0.00 0.00  
   1,400.52 2,314.95 5,556.00  
 Benevolences:     

 SW Washington Synod 18,701.49 18,522.07 47,389.00  

 

World and Local 
Concerns 8,014.94 7,938.06 20,310.00 

 
   26,716.43 26,460.13 67,699.00  
      

      

      

 Total Expenses: 314,187.23 316,231.20 771,068.00  
Income Less Expense: -18,456.33 -20,146.42 -1.00  

Statement of Income & Expense for Fiscal Year 2010 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

- 5 months ending November 30, 2009 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 
 

 
 

  Most of us have close, daily contact with persons we perceive as being very much like 
ourselves.  When encountering persons we perceive as being different, difficulties often arise.  There 
is a deep and well-rooted human tendency to hold misguided and often negative views of persons 
we perceive as being different.  As Christians, we understand that this is the result of being turned 
in on ourselves and essentially broken or separated from others.  In this circumstance, it is 
understandable that we approach others from a posture of fear and mistrust.  We judge others 
negatively from a distance.  It is only on the rare occasion that we get past difference and begin to 
build common bonds with the stranger. 
 
  In his words and deeds, Jesus attempted to view and encounter the stranger and the 
outcast in a manner based not on fear and mistrust but in a manner based on grace and 
mercy.  Jesus proclaimed that God meets each of us not as an alien but as a precious child.  He 
proclaimed that God crosses any boundary we set up to befriend and gather us into one.  His 
invitation to us as his disciples is that we are to do the same with one another. 
 
  Prejudice is complicated.  Sometimes it is out in the open; sometimes it hides and operates 
in the shadows.  Unfortunately, it is also part of all of us.  We can, however, respond positively to 
Jesus’ invitation to follow him across any boundary in order to befriend and gather as one all of 
God’s creations.  On the cross, God reconciled all things unto himself.  Our call and task is to live 
as if this is true in our daily life.  Blessings! 

I’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW… 
QUESTIONS FOR THE PASTOR. 
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A Journey through Worship 
A Cross-Generational Retreat 

Grade 7 - Adult 

February 13 –14, 2010 
We will be visiting several very different worship settings throughout 

the retreat.   

We will spend time reflecting on each worship experience.  

More information is available in the Narthex or contact Missy Tade. 

Bibles! 
Grades 1-3 will be receiving Bibles  

Sunday, January 10 at the beginning of the 11:00 service  

How does Jesus want us to deal with prejudice in today’s society? 



 

 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

After School Tutoring Program 
 

After School Tutoring Program 

ASTP 
  By the time this Sheepskin article is printed, it will be winter break time for students and 

teachers as well as the many volunteers at ASTP.  This break is well deserved by the 38 

volunteers who so generously give of their time to serve our students each week.  So, here is a 

great big THANK YOU!  to all our van drivers, activity time helpers, tutors and advisory board 

members.  We simply couldn’t run this program without your gifts of time and energy.  Enjoy 

your break and we’ll see you again after the New Year. 

 

  ASTP currently serves 24 students, two new students will begin just prior to the winter 

break and we continually have a waiting list of students who wish to attend our program.  In 

order to serve additional students, we need more tutors to provide the one-on-one homework 

help these students need.  If you are interested in serving our community through the tutoring 

program, please contact me at the church.   

 

  I also want to offer a big THANK YOU!  to the congregation of Good Shepherd for 

supporting ASTP.  This program is a gift that meets a huge need in our community and truly 

makes a difference in the lives of the students and families we serve.   

 

May you all have a blessed Christmas season, 

Jennifer Meyer, director 

Dates to remember 

Dec. 21st - Jan. 2nd - Winter Break - No Tutoring 

Jan. 4th - ASTP - first day back after winter break 

Jan. 12th - 6:00 PM - ASTP Board Meeting 

Jan. 18th - Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday - No School and No Tutoring 
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 It's not too early to apply for the Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd's college scholarships.  The 

requirements are that you must be an active 
member of Good Shepherd and also be attending a 
Lutheran college/university/seminary.   
  
Please see Missy for an application.  You MUST apply annually.  The 

scholarships are NOT an automatic renewal.   



 

 

 
   The first meeting of Sages in the 
New Year will be held on Friday, January 
8th at 1:00 pm in Crary Hall. Hosts will be 
Helene and Bill Pearch, Julie and Jerry 
Westby and Ordelle and Bob Bammert.  
We are in need of a new president, as Carl 
Fehring wants to resign. He and Dotty 
have a traveling “bug” and now want to 
travel throughout the United States. So 
volunteer for president? 
   The program for the afternoon is a 
travelogue by Carl and Dotty on their trip 
to Nigeria last year. 

8 

Prepare in a Year – January 2010 
  This is the first of a series of short action articles that 
will enable you, over the next 12 months, to better take care 
of your family, friends, neighbors, and yourself in times of 
disaster.  The consequences of disasters are largely 
preventable. Discuss disasters that are most likely in your 
area; what would you do ? Where would you go ?  Some 
potential disasters could be long term power outages, 
extreme cold / heat, chemical release, local flooding, house 

fire, and earthquake.  Some of these would require evacuation.  Locally, pick a spot – at end of 
the driveway, at the mailbox across the street, etc.  You want to establish a household meeting 
place to preclude anyone re-entering a burning structure in an unnecessary rescue attempt. 
What if you couldn’t return to your neighborhood ?  Where would your family meet ?  (24 
hours per day?)  A relative’s, a friend’s, or Good Shepherd ?  Decide now and start your plan.  
Winter in Washington is a great time of the year. Skiing, snowboarding, snowball fights and 
visiting loved ones are only some of the activities we enjoy during this season. The winter 
season, however, can also bring hazardous conditions. Every year injuries and deaths occur as 
a result of winter weather hazards. Traffic accidents, avalanches, exposure to cold weather and 
carbon monoxide poisoning are only a few ways you can be impacted by winter weather. 
Whatever activities you participate in this winter, take precautions to ensure a safe and 
enjoyable winter season! 
Ed Quarles and Sharon Caffey 

PREPARE IN A YEAR 

SAGES 



 

 

PARISH NURSE-YOUR CARING MINISTRY 

A New Year has Begun! 

May God Enfold You in His Arms and Carry You Healthfully,  

Safely and Peacefully Through the Coming Year!!! 
 

7 Surprising Ways To Ease Pain   
 
Eating Something Sweet*   Eating something sweet can produce a morphine-like, pain-blocking effect in 
animals, children and adults.  A study found that when women consumed a sweet treat before a test involving 
pressure pain, they experienced an increase in pain tolerance compared to those who ate something 
unpalatable or neutral.  So, go ahead and suck on a piece of candy or a square of chocolate; it might just relieve 
your pain, as well as tickle your taste buds.  
Put Your Anger In Writing.  When people with chronic pain express their anger on paper, they experience 
greater improvement in their pain and mood than those who write about their personal goals.  “The idea is to 
bring your feelings, which may be under the radar, into your conscious mind.”  “One theory is this improves 
blood flow to the muscles; another is that it reduces nervous system activity – but how or why this works isn’t as 
important as that it does.”  Make a list of things that make you angry, look at it once a day and add to it as 
needed. 
Get Your Hands on Some Money.  No, we’re not suggesting you drain your bank account or rob a convenience 
store.  But when you’re hurting; handling cash (as in bills) can diminish physical pain according to recent 
research.  The theory; Holding money reminds you that you can obtain benefits or things you want in life, which 
can help ease the hurt. 
Watch a Funny Video.  Besides distracting you from pain, laughter can trigger the release of mood-boosting, 
pain-blocking brain chemicals called endorphins, which are the body’s natural morphine.  “I am starting to use 
the term laughtercise because people who laugh or exercise frequently will release endorphins during the actual 
pain-stress experience.”  Researchers at UCLA recently found that children had significantly greater pain 
tolerance while viewing a funny video.  And there aren’t any negative side effects to giggling.`` 
Swear Your Heart Out.  Instead of trying to grin and bear the pain, go ahead and curse –it might help you feel 
better.  When researchers encouraged people to repeat either a swear work or a  neutral word while having one 
of their hands immersed in icy water, they found that cursing increased pain tolerance and decreased perceived 
pain, but repeating a less-colorful word did not. (this does not include our Lord’s name!!!) 
Use Good Scents.  Research finds that exposing yourself to the scent of lavender reduces postoperative pain, 
childbirth pain and menstrual cramps.  “The aroma of lavender increases alpha waves, or slow waves, in the 
back of the head, which has a relaxing effect.”  By making people more relaxed, it makes people less anxious, 
which is significant because anxiety increases pain.”  Next time you’re in pain, slather on a lavender-scented 
lotion or light a scented candle—and take a long soothing whiff! 
Turn on the Tunes.  The sound of music – the tunes, not the movie – can ease your pain.  A recent study found 
that when people with chronic pain listened to music for an hour per day for a week, they experienced a 
decrease in pain and depression.  A study from Sweden, found that people who listened to music after 
undergoing hernia repair surgery had less pain and anxiety, and required less pain medication than those who 
listened to the sound of silence.  Consider this an incentive to keep your iPod or MP3 player ready and loaded 
with the songs you love. 

 
*It’s a delicious but a vicious cycle if overdone.   Food, particularly high-sugar and 
high-fat foods can bring acute relief both from physical and emotional pain.  But, 

the relief from food is usually short-lived and overeating may make your pain 
worse.   Be mindful of the amount you eat!!! 

 
Please feel free to contact your Parish Nurse for anything and I will help you find it 
or give you a referral!  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 12 noon to 3pm 
are my hours, but I often am out visiting people so please call the church – 357-

3554. 
 

God Bless You Everyone!!! 
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NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL 
  Good Shepherd Preschool has been filled with the sights, sounds, scents 

and surprises of Christmas, but the emphasis on God's love for us, and for the 

miracle that is Jesus' birth outshines it all!  It is an incredible privilege to be 

a part of sharing and teaching the beautiful story of Christmas to our precious 

Preschoolers.  The month of December always seems to go by so quickly in 

Preschool, but we have enjoyed every moment of the wonder and love that 

goes along with Advent and Christmas!  If you ever need a little Christmas 

spirit boost, tell a child about God's amazing act of love when He sent us Baby 

Jesus.  The look in their eyes and the warmth you feel from their hearts will 

change you! 

 

  As we begin a new calendar year, we at Preschool would like to, once again, 

thank the Good Shepherd congregation for the love and support that you all 

give to the Preschool.  The staff of the Preschool feels truly blessed to have 

the opportunity to work with these children and their families.  They are 

amazing!  Early childhood education is enormously important.  Thank you for 

making it an important ministry at Good Shepherd!! 

 

“Double Loves to All”! 

The Preschool Teachers 
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To All the Members of the  
Garden Committee & Congregation; 

 
I am really happy to announce the receipt of a grant 
from ELCA Domestic Hunger Program!   We have 
been granted $2000.00 to use towards a watering 
system and seeds for the garden this coming year!  

This is great news for all of us. 
 

These funds will be discussed at our next called 
meeting after the first of the year!    

 
God’s work. Our hands.   

 
Many thanks and praises for all of you who put so 

much time and effort in the garden.  I am really looking 
forward to doing even more for next year.  A bigger 

garden and a bigger crop! 
 

Blessings to all 

GARDEN COMMITTEE 



 

 

TIMESHARES/CONDOS AND LCGS MISSION FUNDTIMESHARES/CONDOS AND LCGS MISSION FUNDTIMESHARES/CONDOS AND LCGS MISSION FUNDTIMESHARES/CONDOS AND LCGS MISSION FUND    
  You might ask what these have in common. Some members of LCGS 
have listed their timeshare condos as an “exchange for mission”. Posted on 
the Social Justice Bulletin Board in Crary Hall are several condos “for rent or 
exchange” for the price of the annual maintenance fee plus 10%, with the 10% 
going to the LCGS Mission Fund. This unique offering enables the condo 
owners to offer their condo for rent at a very low rent while benefitting the 
LCGS Mission Fund. It also allows members to 
vacation in Mexico, Hawaii, or in the PNW at a 
low price. Read the offering, ask questions, offer 
your own condo or timeshare. to be part of this 
exchange. A great service and a great way to help 
our mission program. 

 

 A New Year and a time for a new beginning.   
  Piece Corps would love to see your smiling face and 
working hands in 2010.  This is a group with several 
objections -- first, and most importantly friendship, 
sharing memories and making more memories; fellowship, 
laughter, insights, blessings.  Secondly, mainly we make 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  A lot of  that is done at 
home -- some cutting, some sewing.  But then we gather -
- children of  God -- to complete the quilts.   
  
Yes, you can be a part of  this.  If  only one time, or whenever your schedule 
allows.  That's the best part of  Piece Corps -- you can come and, know that you will 
be missed when you are not there.   
  
This is also a great time of  year to remind you to save your envelopes with stamps on 
them.  Some of  our ladies weekly cut the stamps off. The stamps are then sent to 
benefit an orphanage in Norway. 
  
Peace, Your Friends from Piece Corps 
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PIECE CORPS 



 

 

MISSION AND VISION DISCERNMENT 
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Shaping the Future from the Inside Out---How it Works! 
  Members and friends of Good Shepherd are invited to participate in a weekend of 
events designed to connect people to one another and to the ministries of the congregation 
by sharing their gifts and passions with one another. 
Preparation for the event is easy.  Read Romans 12 and think about the special gifts and 
passions God has given to you.  You might choose to make a list of those gifts and passions. 
Then, you choose one of four times the event is offered and come to the Gathering Place for 
about one hour. 
Friday, January 22 (5:45 – 7: 30 pm) 
Saturday, January 23 (10:00 am – noon) 
Sunday, January 24 (9:45 am – 10:45 am and 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm). 
 
  Initially, you take a seat at one of the round tables arranged in the middle of the 
room.  As you look around the room, you will notice a large banner proclaiming the new 
vision statement:  “Walking Together on the Journey of Faith.” You will also notice long 
rolls of butcher paper taped to the walls and several posters. 
On the tables, you will see colored pads of paper.  You will use the pads to write down the 
special gifts and passions you want to share with others.  Each sheet in the pad will have a 
sticky back, like a Post-It note.  Your may choose to put your name on each sheet, or you 
may prefer to be anonymous. 
  After you have filled out the pads with as many of the gifts and passions you wish to 
share, you wander around the room and affix each of your sheets on the butcher paper into 
the categories explained on the posters. 
As you are posting your own sheets, you will notice the gifts and passions of others. 
You are welcome to come to as many of the sessions as you are able!  After the four sessions 
have occurred, the butcher paper will be moved from the Gathering Place to the hallway 
between it and the narthex for additional viewing and posting. 

That’s it!   You will hear more about these events in the coming days.  These events are part 

of the Holy Conversations Project mentioned in Pastor John’s article in this edition of the 

Sheepskin. 

 

Lydia Circle meets at church the third Thursday of 

every month at 12:30 p.m.  This year’s bible study, “To 

God’s Beloved:  Paul’s Letter to the Romans,” which 

begins this month in the Lutheran Woman Today 

magazine, was written by Dr. Sarah Henrich of Luther 

Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota.  Come join us for bible 

study, fellowship, and dessert.  All are welcome. 

LYDIA CIRCLE 



 

 

Koinonia of Washington  
 

 If you are interested in an invigorating, enriching, and thoroughly enjoyable 
Christian experience, please consider participating in a Koinonia of Washington 
(www.Koinoniaofwa.com) weekend!  Koinonia of Washington is associated with 
the Presbyterian Church, and is open to Christians of all denominations.  
(There are, in fact, quite a few Lutheran members!)  The gatherings are filled 
with spiritually uplifting experiences, inspirational speakers, and are designed 
and intended to strengthen the Christian community. The weekends are also a 
great opportunity to make new friends! 
 
 Koinonia weekends are held in February, June, and October each year.  I am 
a member of the organization, and if you are interested, please feel free to 
contact me regarding Koinonia of Washington at home (360) 455-0837 or by 
cell phone (360) 561-0154.  I can be reached via email at 
roadsofgravel2@yahoo.com. 
 
Regards, John T. Holmes (LCGS Member since 2004) 

Nordic Choir to Perform in Seattle and Tacoma 
 

 Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college choirs 
in the nation, will present two concerts in the Seattle/
Tacoma area. The choir will perform at 5:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 17, 2010 at Saint Mark's Episcopal 
Cathedral, 1245 Tenth Avenue East, Seattle, Wash. $18 
adults, $8 students; for tickets for the Seattle concert, visit 
www.luthertickets.com or call 1-800-4 LUTHER. 

 The choir will also perform at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
January 18, 2010 at Lagerquist Concert Hall, Pacific 
Lutheran University, Tacoma, Wash. $15 adults, $8 
students, free to PLU students. For tickets, call 
253.535.7411. 
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We’ve MOVED! 

Mark your Directory! 
 

William and Helene Pearch 
4806 Bend Drive NE 

Lacey, WA 98516 
Phone: 

360-915-8268 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Robert H. Harvey,  
CLU, LUTCF 
Financial Advisor 

 

 3308 Humphrey St. SE 
Olympia, WA 98501 
 

360-459-9647 
Direct 800-769-8555 
Fax 360-455-5446 
 

www.laurusadvisors.com 
 
 

robert.harvey@investfinancial.com 

 

 
 

Registered Representative of INVEST FINANCIALCORPORA-
TION, member FINRA, SIPC.  Securities offered through IN-
VEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member FINRA, SIPC. 
Laurus Financial Group is not affiliated with  
INVEST Financial Corporation.                          09/09  51823 
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THANK YOU  

to all the people of Good Shepherd for the 

amazing outpouring of prayers, cards and gifts 

during my recent “down” time. 

I could move mountains  

with the prayers I received! 

Good Shepherd people are truly Family People! 

Thank you ALL!! 

Sally Skagen 

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Wenrich-Realtor  
1802 Black Lake Blvd. SW Olympia, WA 98512 

(360) 352-8444 Ext. 106 
kim@nichinsure.com 

 

 

 
 

 

Please Support Our SponsorsPlease Support Our SponsorsPlease Support Our SponsorsPlease Support Our Sponsors    
 

The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd     

 
 

 

 

The two-page Ad section here at the back 
of the Sheepskin is available for those 
members who wish to show financial 

support to help off-set the cost of 
publishing the Sheepskin. Business ads 

can be used as well as personal ads. 
THINK BIG!! Use an ad to announce the 

birth of a child or grandchild--announce an 
upcoming special anniversary, birthday, 

event. Graduating Seniors can thank their 
parents for all their support--. Etc. Etc. 

Etc. Thank people; inform people; bless 
people. You get the idea.  Let's see who 

can be the most creative.    

For members, personals will be $15 per ad 
per month, and business ads will be 

$25.   (Please, no for sale or employment 
wanted ads unless 100% of the proceeds 

go to Good Shepherd.) 

 

Woody Hill 
REALTOR 

Phone: 360-791-2348 
woody@windermere.com 

      No obligation consultation gladly given. 
            WOODY KNOWS OLYMPIA 

YOUR  
AD 

HERE 

 

     

 Happy Birthday BryceHappy Birthday BryceHappy Birthday BryceHappy Birthday Bryce    
Love You!Love You!Love You!Love You!    

Papa and PamaPapa and PamaPapa and PamaPapa and Pama    
 
  



 

 

StaffStaffStaffStaff    
 

Lead Pastor     John Rosenberg      x111  jrosenberg@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Associate Pastor    Chuck Harris          x103 charris@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Administrator Steve Peterson  x102 speterson@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Bookkeeper/ Contributions:             
 Amy Sutmiller          x100 asutmiller@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Administrative Assistant                    
 Sally Skagen x105 sskagen@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Faith Formation Missy Tade x110 mtade@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Parish Nurse Sharon Caffey x128 scaffey@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Tutoring Program Jennifer Meyer x108 jmeyer@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Maintenance Glenn Klumb x104 gklumb@goodshepherdolympia.com 
 
Nursery Stacey Monahan 
 
Preschool Phone  528-3229   Judy McGimpsey, Director   

Council MembersCouncil MembersCouncil MembersCouncil Members    
    

 
President       Carolyn Wagner 
VP Business        Ron Tuvey 
VP Programs    Darcy Huffman 
Secretary       Glenn Blackmon 
 
 Members 
 Jamie Huizinga 
 Leo Eliason 
 Marcia Kjesbu 
 Karen Olson 
 Spike Millman 
 Laura Adamson 
 Egils Macs 

Sunday Worship Services: Sunday Worship Services: Sunday Worship Services: Sunday Worship Services: 8:15am, 11:00 am & 7:00pm � Office Hours: Office Hours: Office Hours: Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

1601 North Street SE  � Olympia, Washington 98501 � (360)357-3554  � Fax: Fax: Fax: Fax: (360)357-6828  

 church@goodshepherdolympia.com �  www.GoodShepherdOlympia.com 

The Mission of The Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd is to share the love and grace  
of Jesus Christ with all people and invite them to fullness of faith in God. 

TTTTHEHEHEHE L L L LUTHERANUTHERANUTHERANUTHERAN C C C CHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH        
OFOFOFOF T T T THEHEHEHE G G G GOODOODOODOOD S S S SHEPHERDHEPHERDHEPHERDHEPHERD    
1601 North Street 
Olympia, WA 98501 
PH: (360) 357-3554 
Fax: (360) 357-6828 
 
John Rosenberg , Pastor 
Chuck Harris, Associate Pastor 
 
Return Service Requested 


